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FOREWORD 
Several years ago it became evident from tlic results of some exploratory 

studies by the NACA that the helicopter, vibrationwise, could no longer be 
thought of as a simple system composed of several unconnected spring mass 
systems. In reality, all the spring mass systems are interconnected and each 
influences tlic other. It became evident that interaction or coupling of the 
components is important and must bo considered in any vibration study. 
Coupling is of particular importarice for helicopters, of wliicli tho components 
(fuselage, blades, etc.) have natural frequencies near one of tlie harmonics of 
rotor speed that is a multiple of tlie number of blades. In  actual practicc 
helicopter fuselages very often do have natural frequencics near one of the 
harmonics of rotor speed. 

As a result of tlie increasing importaiice of this problem, a flight and 
analytical investigation was undertaken concurrently to investigak the 
coupled response of a tandem helicopter. This type of helicopter was selcctcd 
because preliminary study indicated that the results might have more im- 
mediate application than would be true for 0 t h  types available for flight 
test work. 

The results of this joint investigatioii are reported herein. 
I11 
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FLIGHT AND ANALYTICAL METHODS FOR DETERMINING THE COUPLED 
VIBRATION RESPONSE OF TANDEM HELICOPTERS 

By JOHN E. YEATIS ,  JR.,  GEORGE w. BROOKS, and JOHN c. HOUBOLT 

CHAPTER I 

FLIGHT MEASUREMENTS OF THE VIBRATIONS ENCOUNTERED BY A TANDEM HELICOPTER AND A 
METHOD FOR MEASURING THE COUPLED RESPONSE IN FLIGHT 

By JOHN E. YEATES, JR. 

SUMMARY 

A discussion of $flight-test and analysas methods f o r  some se- 
lected helicopter vibration studies i s  presented. The use oJ a 
mechanical shaker in jlight to determine the structural response 
is  reported. 

The analysis methods described are based 012 the determznation 
of the power spectral density of the force and of the response due 
to the force through use of analog frequency-analycsis techniques. 
Results obtained by these methods are presented to show the 
coupled response of a helicopter in JEiglLt for two daywent blade 
conjgurataons. The jlight results are compared wath results of 
ground tests to show the presence o f  coupling inJEight. Available 
theoretical calculations of the coupled structural Jrequencies are 
included to show how these approxtmations compare wath Sight 
data. Some of the limatations of these tests and suggestions for 
rejnement of  JEight vibration testing are discussed. 

In d a t i o n ,  naturalsibration measurements of some of the 
more important harmonics of rotor speed are presented for a 
range of speed and power conditions. 

INTRODUCTION 

As helicopters have become larger and more flexible, tlie 
magnitude of the vibrations associatcd witli thcse machines 
has increased. Available information indicates that high 
vibration levels are attributable to many sources, the primary 
sources being aerodynamic loading of tho rotor blades and 
resonance amplification of the structure. 

Because of speed changes and periodic variation in the 
angle of attack eacountered by the rotor blades, alternating 
air forces act on the blades once per revolution and at mul- 
tiples of this frequency. In general, only thosc forces wliich 
have a frequency that is a multiple of thc number of blades 
per rotor are transmitted to tlie structure in the vertical 
direction. The alternating forces wliicli are transmitted are 
usually small in comparison to the weight, but if thc fre- 
auencv of the transmitted force is near tho structural reso- 

nance frequency, then large amplification may occur. In 
some of the early designs, attempts wore made to lower tlie 
vibration level by setting the natural frequencies of the heli- 
copter components, such as the blades, fuselage, and engine, 
between the multiples of rotor speed. This approach to the 
problem was only partially successful. Somc calculations 
indicated that coupling of rotor blade bending and fusdago 
bending mighl bring about structural resonance at frcquencies 
where none was apparent from considerations of each compo- 
nent separately. I t  became apparent that the lielicopter 
must be treated as a coupled system and that the effect of 
tlie interaction of the components (blades, fuselagc, engine, 
etc.) is important. The problem is to design and calculate 
more accurately so tliat determination of the couplod rcsponse 
frequencies of the structurc is possible bcfore the prototype 
is built. 

As a rcsult of the increasing importance of this problem, 
a flight investigation of the vibrations eiicountcrcd by a 
typical tandcm helicopter has been undertaken a t  the Lang- 
ley Acronautical Laboratory. Concurrently a theoretical 
investigation (ch. 11) was undertalcen to dctcrmine the 
coupled natural frequencies of a helicopter whose physical 
characteristics are practically identical to those of the heli- 
copter usccl for the flight tests. Tlie purpose of tho prcscnt 
investigation was to determine the importance of coupling 
and to find out which structural components are of primary 
importance in calculating rcsonances. The helicopter chosen 
for this investigation was known to have a high vibration 
level under certain conditions; any changes tliat were made 
to this vibration level by the test mcthods would be rccog- 
nized. 

The response of the lielicopter structure to mcclianical 
slialring was measured at the front rotor under actual flight 
conditions. In addition, some flight survcys were made for a 
rangc of speed and power conditions and the natural vibra- 
tions were recorded. 

- I  

lupcrsedes NACA Technical Noto 3862 hy Jolin E. Ymtcs, Jr., 1056. and NAOA Teehnlul Note 3S4D by George 13'. Broohs an 1 Jollii C. IIoubDlt, 1060. 
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EQUIPMENT AND INSTRUMENTATION 

HELICOPTER 

A typical tandem helicopter with three-blade rotors was 
used for the investigation. During the tests the helicopter 
was equipped with two sets of blades (metal and wood) having 
different mass and frequency characteristics. (See fig. 1-1 
for details.) 

INSTRUMENTATION 

hfotions of the structure were measured by using MB 
vibration pickups (type 124). Three components of velocity 
(vertical, longitudinal, and transverse) were measured a t  the 
front rotor, the rear rotor, and directly under the pilot's 
seat (fig. 1-2). There were two pickups on the engine, and 
one on the fuselage near the engine which measured the 
vertical velocity only. Time histories of the output of these 
velocity pickups were recorded by an oscillograph. The 
velocity-pickup-oscillograph combinations have response 
curves which are similar to that of figure 1-3. Response 
correclions have been applied to all the data. To provide 
the in-flight excitation a mechanical shaker (force varies as 
frequency squared) was mounted on the frout-rotor gear box 
to shake in a vertiral dirertion only. A tachometer measured 
tlie frequency of the shaker. 

The flight conditions (airspeed, pressure altitude, etc.) 
were obtained through use of standard NACA recording 
instruments synchronized with the oscillograph by means of 
a common timing circuit. 

ANALYSIS EQUIPMENT 

The frequency-analysis equipment consisted of a two- 
channel. variable-filter-u.idth heterodyne harmonic analyzer 

Flop- bending stiffness distribution 

Mass distribution 

. .002 
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Blade stotim , in 

(a) Wood blades (natural frequency, 4.0 cps) 

PI~;IJRE I-l.-Ma.is and stiffness characteristics of the two sets of 
blades used for the tests. 
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(b) Metal blades (natural frequency, 5 5 cps). 
FIGURE 1-1 --Concluded. 

and associated playback and recording equipment. This 
device provides a reading of the mean square of the signal 
passed by a tunable filter with a specified accuracy of *% 
decibel. The absolute accuracy with which the center fre- 
quency of the filter is known is estimated to be within 2 cps. 
In this case the data were analyzed at 20 times normal tape 
speed and therefore the center frequency is known to within 
0.1 cps. The effective band width of the filter used for tlie 
data analysis was about 0.30 cps. 

TESTS AND ANALYSIS METHODS 

GROUND TESTS 

Ground vibration tests were conducted with the same in- 
strumentation as for the flight tests. The rotors (from the 
flapping pins out) were removed and the fuselage was sus- 
pended a t  the rotor hubs (fig. 14) by soft springs (shock 
cord). The frequency of the fuselage as a whole on this 
spring suspension was less than 1 cps and would therefore 
have little effect on the elastic modes of the structure. The 
vibration response of the structure to excitation by a me- 
chanical shaker was measured a t  the locations shown in 
figure 1-1. The shaker, which was mounted on the front- 
rotor gear box, applied a sinusoidal force F=0.45(Fre- 
quency)2 in a vertical direction over the frequency range of 
8 cps to 24 cps. 

Since the natural frequency and effective mass of the rotors 
vary with rotor speed, only in flight are all the dynamic and 
aerodynamic characteristics of the helicopter correctly repre- 
sented. In order to obtain some numbers for calculation 
purposes, the rotors were replaced by known weights and the 
change in fuselage response with change in weight was 
measured. The results of the measurements are shown in 
figure 1-5. I t  can be seen that the first bending frequency of 
the fuselage, as indicated by the peaks, is decreased from 
13.6 to 9.8 cps as the weight a t  each rotor is increased from 
0 to 250 pounds. 
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e - Vibration pickups 

FIGURE 1-2.-Test helicopter shoiviiig location of vibration pickups 
and number of components measured. 
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FIGURE 1-3.-Typical kesponse curve for vibration-pickup-oscillograph 
combination used. 

FLIGHT TESTS 

In a helicopter the natural vibrations are present to 
varying degrees for all flight conditions. Since the largest 
shaker available had a force output of about 75 pounds a t  the 
3-per-revolution frequency (designated herein as 3-P) it was 
necessary to conduct the tests a t  flight conditions of minimum 
vibration. If the tests had been conducted a t  other flight 
conditions, the shaker force might have easily been over- 
shadowed by the natural input, and the analysis would then 

FIGURE 1-4.-Test helicopter, with blade assemblies removed, showing 
method of suspension used for the ground vibration measurements. 
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FIGURE 1-5 -Variation of fuselage response measured a t  the front 
rotor with sinusoidal excitation applied at the front rotor (both 
blade assemblies replaced by weights from the flapping pin outward). 

be very difficult if not impossible. In order to show the 
effect of changes in rotor speed, a series of rotor speeds was 
selected which encompassed the allowable range (250, 273, 
and 290 rpm). In the test helicopter the 3-P natural input 
occurs near a structural resonance frequency and structural 
vibrations are amplified. The vibrations in this frequency 
region are of most interest for several reasons-structural 
fatigue, pilot and passenger comfort, and so forth. The 
frequency of the shaker was therefore set to change slowly 
from 8 cps to 17.5 cps, the frequency range of interest. The 
sweep rate of the shaker was set a t  6 seconds per cycle, 
which allowed approximately 1 minute for the traverse. 
The flight plan for the tests consisted of setting the power, 
airspeed, and rotor speed a t  predetermined values and hold- 
ing them constant while the frequency of the shaker w a ~  
varied from 8 cps to 17.5 cps. A similar run was made 
while the frequency of the shaker was varied in the reverse 
direction; thus two ruus were made for each flight condition. 
Data were obtained for each of the three rotor speeds 
previously mentioned (250, 273, and 290 rpm). At 250 
rpm the natural vibrations were so large that the additional 



response due to the mechanical shaker could not be separated 
in the analysis. The results presented in this report are 
therefore for two rotor speeds only, 273 and 290 rpm. 

survey were 
conducted in a little different manner. The helicopter was 
trimmed for level flight at 45 knots and power 
setting. The pilot then slowly traversed the range of speed 
above and below this trim speed, allowing as much as 3 
minutes for the traverse. The rotor ‘peed was 
set for 273 rpm and remained at this setting throughout the 
tests. Data were taken for four power conditions: talre-off 
(37 in. Hg manifold press.), cruise (30 in. Hg manifold 
press.), low (20 in. Hg manifold press.), and autorotation 
(15 in. Hg manifold press.), over a speed range of approxi- 
mately 15 to 90 knots. 

ANALYSIS METHODS 

The flight tests for the natural-vibration 

In this helicopter the fuselage is considered to be similar 

- 25 

to a free-free beam and the response of the structure is 
assumed to be the vertical motion of the front rotor resulting 
from the vertical force input of a mechanical shaker. Thus, 

Response= Shaker input 
This relationship holds over the complete frequency range 
traversed by the shaker except for a small region near the 
3-P frequency. The reason for this limitation is that the 
phase angle between the shaker force and the natural input 
force can have any value (Oo to 360°) as the shaker sweeps 
through this 3-p frequency region, and these forces can 
&her add or subtract. 

h a l o g  frequency-analysis techaiques (ref. 1) were used 
for the data analysis. The sample records shown in figure 
1-6 were taken for flight conditions where the vibration was 
a minimum, a foiward speed of 55 knots and a rotor speed of 
290 rpm. The frequency of the shaker is indicated by a 
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FIGURE I-i%--Typical record of some of the velocity components measured Forward speed, 55 knots; 
rotor speed, 290 rpm; shaker operating. 
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revolution-counter, the trace of which is shown in the lower 
part of the figure. Since the response measured a t  tlie front 
rotor in a vertical direction is considered representative of 
the structure, and because of the time required to work up 
the data, only this trace was analyzed. 

The record was divided into four 15-second lengths for 
analysis to provide a larger ratio of signal to noise. The 
vertical velocity a t  the front rotor and the shaker force for 
each of the four sections of the records were transcribed 
manually from the original oscillograph record onto magnetic 
tape. The tape records were formed into loops and run 
through an electronic frequency analyzer. The output of 
the analyzer is in the form of a variation with frequency of 
the average square velocity or force passed by the filter as 
it sweeps through the frequency range. This output 
divided by the filter area provides an estimate of the 
power spectral density of the velocity and force time his- 
tories averaged over the length of the record, expressed as 
(in./sec)'/cps and lb2/cps, respectively. 

To illustrate the method for determining the coupled 
response of a helicopter in flight, figure 1-7 is presented. 
The power spectral densities of the vertical velocity and 
shaker force at the front rotor are plotted against frequency 
for the four 15-second lengths of record, iridicated by the 
numerals 1, 2, 3, and 4. During the first 15-second part of 
the record the helicopter responds to the shaker, as indicated 
by the velocity at the front rotor, in the frequency band 
swept by the shaker (8.5 to 11.6 cps). Since the natural 
vibrations are always present, a measurement of the first, 
third, and sixth harmonic inputs is also obtained. During 
the second 15 seconds of the record, the shaker sweeps from 
11.6 to 13.9 cps and the output spectrum shows the heli- 
copter responding in this frequency band and also provides 
a second measurement of tlie natural vibrations. I t  will be 
noted that, during the third 15-second portion of the record, 
the output due to the shaker and tliat due to the natural 
input are vectorially additive and no estimate of response to 
the 3-P frequency is obtained. In the fourth part of the 
record the helicopter responds in the frequency band swept 
by the shaker (15.9 to 17.6 cps) and an additional measure- 
ment of the natural vibrations is supplied. By breaking the 
record into four parts, it was possible to obtain three measure- 
ments of the 3-P component and four measurements of the 
1-P and 6-P components without takiiig a separate record 
with the shaker not operating. 

An indication of the variation of the natural input during 
the 1-minute record can be seen in the change in levels of 
the 1-P and 6-P components. There appears to be about 
k15  percent variation in the components over tlic total 
length of the record. With the information from figure 
1-7, the coupled response of the helicopter can now be 
determined. The total velocity-output spectrum (fig. I-7(a)) 
is divided by the shaker forcespectrum (fig. 1-7(b)) point 
by point, except in a small region near the 3-P frequency 
for reasons already explained in this 'section. The resulting 
curve is shown in figure I-8(b) and is a fairecl line through 
all the data points. In the small frequency band near the 
3-P frequency, indicated by the hatched region in figuie 
I-8(b), the response curve is unreliable. Data for the remain- 
ing responsc curves were handled in a similar manner. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In order to show the effect of blade configuratiori and rotor 
speed, coupled-response curves for two types of blades (wood 
and metal) are presented for two rotor speeds. The flight- 
determined coupled-response frequencies are compared with 
those determined by the theory of chapter I1 for the wood 
blacle configuration. Curves are also presented which show 
how the natural vibrations vary with forward speed for some 
sclected flight conditions. 

COUPLED RESPONSE WITH WOOD BLADES 

In figure 1-8 a comparison is shown of the coupled-response 
curves for 273 and 290 rpm. The two curves are similar, 
both having two peaks, but the relative heights of the peaks 
are different for the two rotor speeds. There appears to be 
an effect due to change in rotor speed; that is, when the rotor 
speed decreases, the height of the second peak decreases, 
I t  was concluded from the trend in the second peak for the 
two curves and from other data that there would be only 
one peak in the coupled-response curve for 250 rpm. It 
appears that at 250 rpm the natural input frequency and the 
fuselage coupled frequency would be so close together tliat 
large structural amplification would occur. This conclusion 
seems quite compatible with the fact that the records could 
not be unscrambled for this rotor speed. 

COUPLED RESPONSE WITH METAL BLADES 

111 figure 1-9 a comparison is shown of the coupled-response 
curves for 273 and 290 rpm. Here again the two curves are 
similar, both having two peaks, with the relative heights of 
the two peaks being different for the two rotor speeds. The 
effect of rotor speed is indicated by a reduction in height of 
the second peak as rotor spced decreases. The data through 
which these curves were faired had more scatter than those 
for the wood blades. Because the blade input is higher for 
the metal blades, the ratio of blade input to shaker force 
input is larger and it is harder to separate the responses in 
the frequency analysis. Near the 3-P frequency the separa- 
tion of the response due to the shaker from that due to the 
natural input is very unreliable, as indicated in figure 1-9. 

The fact that the minimum level for the wood blades is 
lower than the minimum level for the metal blades near 
13.5 cps evidences a possible change in the coupling of the 
helicopter components (blades, fuselage, etc.). 

COMPARISON BETWEEN FLIGHT AND GROUND TESTS 

In  figure 1-10 is shown a comparison of one of the flight 
response curves (273 rpm, wood blades) with the ground 
response curve for 100 pounds (45 percent flapping weight) 
at each rotor. The ground response curve for 100 pounds 
a t  each rotor was selected because the effective mass of 
each rotor was calculated to be 100 pounds in the first 
bending mode. Both the flight and ground measurements 
of vertical motion were taken at the front rotor. The 
comparison shows tlie presence of coupling. The ground 
response curve has oiie peak, whereas tlie flight response 
curvcs have two peaks in the frequency region of interest 
(10 to 16 cps) 
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Frequency, cps 

(a) Power spectrum of velocity a t  the front rotor. 
(h) Power spectrum of shaker force a t  the front rotor. 

FIGURE I--i.-Power spertra of the force and velocity a t  the front rotor with the shaker operating. Forward speed, 55 knots, rotor speed, 
290 rpm' wood hlade configuration. 
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Frequency, cps 

(a) 273 rpm. (b) 290 rpm 
Fmunc I-S.--Couplcd response of helicopter structure, measured at the front rotor, showing the effect of chsiige in rotor speed for the wood 

blade configuration at  a forward speed of 55 knots. 

COMPARISON OF FLIGHT RJSESULTS WITH THEORY 

Since flight results are sometimes the only means for 
checlring theoretical calculations, figure 1-1 1 is presented 
to show a comparison between flight measurements and 
calculations by the theory of chapter 11. The calculations, 
which were made by using blade parameters that correspond 
to those of the wood blades of this report, predict three modes 
of motion in the frequency range from about 12 to 15 cps. 
Prom an examination of several raw flight records, it was 
concluded that the two flight-measured structural modes are 
predominantly symmetrical. It was not possible to tell 
from the vibration records whether the predicted anti- 
symmetric modo was present. However, since this anti- 
symmetric mode’ is not one involving fuselage resonance, the 
fuselage acts primarily as a mass and very large blade motions 
are needed to produce any effect on the fuselage. On this 
basis it is not surprising that the antisymmetric mode would 
iiot be excited enough in flight. to be measurable. The agree- 
ment between flight results and theory leaves room for 
improvement, but i t  does show Bow approximations for 
design purposes can be made. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR REFINED FLIGHT-TEST TECHNIQUE 

During the workup of the data some difficulties were en- 
countered which were the result of flight-test techniques. 
Some suggestions for refinemelit in flight-testing techniques 

and somc of the difficulties eiicountered are discussed in the 
following paragraphs. 

Mechanical shakers were found to be very sensitive to 
speed coritrol when exciting multidegree-of-freedom systems 
such as a helicopter. For the shalrer used in the present 
investigation, the size and type of the drive motor was such 
that speed control was marginal. While cycling over a 
frequency range, the shalrer tended to “lock in” wheiiever a 
resonance frequency was reached. This response of the 
shalrer force to structural motiou causes peaks in the average 
force input and motion output, frequency bands are skipped, 
and information is lost. 111 additon, the frequency is iiot 
lrnown more precisely than to hO.1 cps and when the 
velocity spectrum is divided by the force spectrum, scatter 
is intvoduced in the coupled-response curves. 

It was found from an examination of several runs for the 
same flight condition that tho phase angle betweru the 
shalwr force and tho rotor force was different for each run. 
For this reason i t  was decided that a different flight-testing 
technique would be nrcessary for any future tests. The 
following flight-test technique is suggested for vibration 
response measurements. The forced excitation could be 
provided by a hydraulically actuated mass the frequency of 
which would be electroiiically controlled. With this typc of 
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(a) 273 rpm. (b) 290 rpm. 
F ~ c r  RI: 1-0 --Coiiplrd response of helicoptcr structure, mcmured at the front rotor, showing the effect of cliarige in rotor speed for the mctal 

blade coiifiguratioii a t  a forward speed of 55 knots. 

shaker tho amplituclc of the force would be variable and, in 
addition, could be held constant over the frequency range. 
The same technique of sweeping would be used over most of 
the frequency range, except that within f 5  percent of any 
harmonic of rotor speed (1-P, 3-P, 6-P, etc.) a point-by- 
point approarli would be used. In  addition, tho shalrer 
would not be set on any frequency corresponding to a Iiar- 
monk or rotor spccd, sinrc tlic phase between shaker input 
and structural output would bc unknown, and the response 
at  this freyuency could not be dctermincd. The response 
curve would be faired through these small regions near the 
harmonics of rotor frequency. 

In  the analysis the procmsing of the data could be greatly 
speeded up by recording the output of tlie vibration piclrups 
directly on the tape, bypassing the transcribcr. The data 
measurements could be handled more easily by using a 
flight tape recorder or by telemetering the information to tlic 
ground where i t  would be rcrorded on tape. This proceclurc 
would also allow thc determination of the phase betweeu the 
piclnip lorntions. 

NATURAL-VIBRATION MEASUREMENTS 

The flight technique used for these measurements enabled 
the pilot to covcr a range of speed for a minimum of flight 
time. Through tlie use of the previously mentioned fre- 
quency-analysis methods, i t  was possible to obtain time 
histories of some of the more important harmonics of rotor 
speed, such as the 3-P and 6-P components. For these 
time-history rermds, the filter was set a t  the component fre- 
quency (13.5 cps for 3-P and 27.0 cps for 6-P) and the entire 
length of tape was run through the analyzer. Figure 1-12 
will serve to illustrate a time history of one of the com- 
ponents, in this instancc the 3-P. This is a 5-second sample 
rccord and is shown at  13 5 cps, the 3-P frequency. It can 
be secn that tlic 3-P component was not steady but varied 
somewhat in amplitude, even during this short record. 
This amplitude variation is apparently independent of 
airspeed. 

In  order to show tlie variation with airspeed of the har- 
moiiirs of rotor specd, the 3-P and 6-P time-history records 
were read for 5-1mot increments of airspeed, no attempt 
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Frequency, cps 

I ~ U R E  I-lO.-Coupled response of ht~iicopti~r structrirc riieiisured a t  
the front rotor for wood blade configorittioti (rotor spwd, 273 rprn; 
forward speed, 55 knots) compared with grouiid-rneasured rcspolrsc 
(100 ,pounds at each rotor replacing bl:tde asscmblics from the 
flapping pin outward). 

Rotor speed, rpm 

FIGURE 1-11 -A coinpalison of flight-inensured peak responsc fie- 
quencit~s with those determined by throrrtical methods. 

9 

I I I I I I 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Time, sec 

FIGURE 1-1P.-Sample record, shoming the time variadon of the 3-P 
eomponent. 

being made to average the variations in these components. 
The data points so obtained were converted to units of aver- 
age displacement and are plotted against airspeed in figure 

In  figure 1-13 the variation of tlie principal harmonics of 
rotor speed with airspeed are shown for four power condi- 
tions (take-off, 37 in. Hg; cruise, 30 in. Hg; low, 20 in. Hg; 
and autorotation, 15 in. Hg). All the natural-vibration 
data presented here were measured a t  tlie front rotor in a 
vertical direction and are for tlie melal blade configuration. 
In  addition, all of the results shown in figure 1-13 were 
obtained out of tlie ground-effect region. The scatter of the 
data points is indicated by the width of tlie bands in figure 
1-13, The 3-P component in this figuro apparently is differ- 
ent for each power condition; however, two facts are evident: 
(a) in the low-speed range the higher the power setting, tlie 
higher the amplitudo of vibration, and (b) the speed for min- 
imum vibration is different for each power condition. In 
figure 1-13 (b) the lefl portion of the 3-1’ curve was recorded 
on one day and tlic right portion on another, and the result 
illustrates how tlie records can vary from day to day. 

For take-off arid cruise power conditions the 6-P com- 
ponent shows its highest level of vibration near the low end of 
tho speed range. Tlie 6-P component for talre-off power 
rapidly clecreascs to about 0.007 iricli near 25 knots, and re- 
mains about constant over tlio rcmainder of tho spced range. 
For cruise power the 6-P component slowly drcreasrs to 
about 0 005 inch near 50 knots and remains near this 
amplitudc over tlic remainder of the speed range. The 6-P 
component for the low and autorotation power conditions 
remains nearly constant over the spcccl range at about 
0.006-inch amplitude. 

It can be pointed out liere that the relative magnitudes of 
tlie liarmonic components change for different flight coiidi- 
tions. This variation could account for the fact that proto- 
type changes which reducccl vibration for one flight condi- 
tion might be ineffective or adverse for another. 

Measurements near transition in ground effect.-It was 
not possible to make a frequency analysis of the vibration 
measurements during transition because of trace overlap ; 
therefore it was decided to analyze the records near transition 
to compare the output of all the vibration pickups. Transi- 
tion is generally used to refer to a flight condition inter- 
mediate between hovering and the speed for minimum power, 
and is defined in this report as the speed region from 15 to 
30 knots. Since flow asymmetries and associated vibrations 
tend to reach a peak in this region, the term is loosely used 
to refer to the speed where vibration first reaches a maximuni. 
In table 1-1 are given all Lhe measured vibratory ainplitodcs 
(near transition) in trrms of average displaccmcnt for each 

1-13. 
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(a) Take-off power (37 in. Hg manifold press.). 
(c) 1,ow power (20 ill. Hg illailifold press ). 

F~GURE. I-l3.-Variation of the principal harmonics of rotor speed 

TABLE I-1.--VIBRATION MEASUREMENTS MADE DURING 
APPROACH TO TRANSITION 
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(b) Cruise power (30 in. Hg manifold press.). 
(d) Autorotation (15 in. Hg manifold press.). 

rth airspeed for four power conditions. Metal blade configuration. 

of the two blade (metal and wood) configurations. It can 
be seen in the table that tho major vibrations are a t  the rear 
rotor, the longitudinal component being the largest. The 
raw flight records show that 4 seconds later, when the heli- 
copter is experiencing transition conditions, the vertical 
component at the front rotor is the largest. From rough 
memurements of the raw records it is estimated that the 
vertical componrnt a t  the front rotor (metal blades) has 
increased fivefold to about 0.05-inch double amplitude, 
whereas the components a t  tho rear rotor have decreased 
markedly. In addition, i t  was concluded from an examina- 
tion of the raw records (metal blades) for each of the two 
flight conditions previously menhionrd that tho fuselage 
mode of motion was primarily symmetrical. Thcrc is some 
evidrnce of the presence of an antisymmetric fuselage mode 
which could account for the change in the ratio of the vertical 
components of the front and rear rotors as the helicopter 
enters transition. 

Estimate of force input at front rotor.-In ordrr to dcfino 
the magnitude of the force input a t  the front rotor and to 
illustrate how rcsponse curvrs of tho type shown in figure 
1-8 ran bc uscd, the following cxamplc is prrsentrd. For 
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calculation purposes continue the response curve of figure 
1-9 (a) (273 rpm) through the hatched area; the response 
a t  the 3-P frequency in the hatched area of this figure is 
considered to be accurate within +30 percent. By making 
use of the survey data of figure 1-13, an estimate of the 
natural force input (metal blades) a t  the front rotor can be 
made for each of these power conditions over the speed 
range. For example, the response at the front rotor near 
the 3-P frequency is about 3.6 X in./sec/lb (fig. 1-9, 
273 rpm) and the average displacement of the 3-P com- 
ponent for take-off power is 0.02-inch double amplitude near 
25 knots (fig. 1-13). Converting 0.02 inch a t  3-P (13.7 cps) 
to velocity gives 0.86 in./sec; dividing this value by 3.6 X 

in./sec/lb indicates about 240 pounds of vertical force 
input to the front rotor. This value of force is estimated 
to be correct within 1 7 5  pounds. If survey records of the 
natural vibrations were available for the wood blade con- 
figuration, similar estimates of the force could also be made. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

A method is presented which enables the coupled struc- 
tural response of a helicopter in flight to be determined. 
This method, which includes the use of a mechanical shaker 
for flight excitation, provides a great saving in flight and 
analysis time by using the technique of sweeping rather than 
a series of steady conditions. Results are presented which 
show the coupled response of a helicopter in flight for two 

different blade configurations. A modified flight-testing 
technique issuggested for future work. In addition, natural- 
vibration measurements of some of the more important 
harmonics of rotor speed we presented for a range of speed 
and power conditions. 

The presence of the coupling of the components (fuselage, 
blades, etc.) is evidenced by the fact that the flight response 
curves show two peaks whereas the ground response cwves 
show only one. The coupled-response curves for the two 
blade configurations (metal and wood) show the effect of 
change in rotor speed; that is, when the rotor speed is de- 
creased the height of the second peak decreases. 

A comparison of calculated coupled frequencies from 
available theory with those determined from flight tests 
indicates that the theory can give fair approximations to the 
coupled frequencies. 

Numerical results on natural vibrations have been obtained 
and serve to confirm the expectation that significant vari- 
ations in the relative harmonic contents of these natural 
vibrations occur with variations in flight conditions. The 
ability to make these measurements of the natural-vibration 
spectra should help in the evaluation of prototype helicopters 
and should point the way to changes for overall improvement. 
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CHAPTER I1 

ANALYTICAL DETERMINATION OF THE NATURAL COUPLED FREQUENCIES AND MODE SHAPES AND THE 
RESPONSE TO OSCILLATING FORCING FUNCTIONS OF TANDEM HELICOPTERS 

By GEORGE W. BROOKS and JOHN C HOUBOLT 

SUMMARY 

A method i s  presented for  the analytical determination of the 
natural coupled frequencies and mode shapes of vibrations in 
the vertical plane of tandem helicopters. The coupled mode 
shapes and frequencies are then used to calculate the response 
qf the helicopter to applied oscillating forces. Degrees qf  freedom 
included in the analysis are translation, pitching, and bending 
of the fuselage; translation, flapping, and bending of the bldes;  
and translation of the engine. The method employs the La- 
grange dynamical equations for  free vibrations in Conjunction 
with the kinetic and potential energies of the system in order to 
obtain the diflerential equations qf  motion for  the coupled 
system which are then written in mated form.  The elements 
of the determinant of the matrix equation include the natural 
frequencies, mode shapes, and mass distributions of the un- 
coupled components of the helicopter (such as fuselage, blades, 
and engine) and permit the inclusion qf experimental data s f  
the uncoupled components in the evaluation qf the coupled .fre- 
quencies of the coupled system. 

The results of calculations made for  a particular tandem 
helicopter show the variation ?f  the coupled frequencies with 
rotor speed and indicate the changes in the coupled .frequencies 
which result f rom changes in the structural properties 
of the indiuidual helicopter components. C’alculaterl response 
curws show how the vibrations of the cockpit vary w’th the.fre- 
qurncy and method of application of oscillating .forces applied 
at the hubs. Suggestions for  ,further reJnement of the analysis 
to aid in the determination of the coupled frequencies for more 
complex and realistic systems are also presented. 

INTRODUCTION 

In many cases the development of the prototype of a 
particular helicopter is impeded because severe structural 
vibrations are encountered. Such vibrations often limit the 
utilization of production articles because of fatigue of the 
component parts of the structure as well as of the operating 
personnel. Available information indicates that the high 
levels of vibration are attributable primarily to two factors; 
namely, the high periodic content of the aerodynamic loading 
on the rotor blades and the amplification of the structural 
deformations due to proximity of resonance. Accordingly, 
i t  appears t h t  the vibration levels may be reduced either 
by reducing the levels of the oscillating aerodynamic loads, 
by the inclusion of appropriate damping, or by choosing the 
natural frequencies of the coupled structure so that they are 
as far as possible from the integral multiples of the rotor 
speed. 

The present report relates to resonance amplification and, 
in particular, to the determination of the natural frequencies, 
mode shapes, and response of the coupled helicopter struc- 
ture as it exists in flight. Conventional methods such as 
those of references 1 and 2 may be used to predict the natural 
frequencies of the various components of helicopters such as 

fuselages, blades, and engines. Reference 3, which reports 
on the initial part of the present investigation, presents a 
method for the prediction of the natural frequencies and mode 
shapes of the structure which result when the various com- 
ponents are coupled together. The purpose of this analysis 
is to elaborate on reference 3 and to present a method for 
utilizing the resulting coupled frequencies and mode shapes 
in computing the response of the helicopter to applied oscil- 
lating loads. 

The method is an energy method that involves chosen 
modes and frequencies of the uncoupled components which 
may be determined either by expressing the potential energy 
of the components in terms of given stiffness and mass dis- 
tributions or, preferably, from experimental vibration tests 
of the components. The method is given in terms of a 
tandem-helicopter configuration but other configurations can 
be h a t e d  in an analogous manner. 

The present report is concerned primarily with vibrations 
in the vertical plane-in particular, with fuselage transla- 
tion, pitching, and bending; rotor-blade translation, flapping, 
and bending; and engine translation. The characteristic 
frequency determinant is derived, and calculated values for 
the natural coupled frequencies and mode shapes for a 
particular tandem helicopter are presented. These mode 
shapes and frequencies are then used to determine the vibra- 
tion amplitudes of the cockpit which occur when oscillating 
forces are applied at  the front and rear rotor hubs. The 
results of some trend studies are also presented to show the 
effect of variations of the uncoupled frequency of the fuselage 
and of the Southwell coefficient of the rotor blades on the 
coupled frequencies of the helicopter. 

SYMBOLS 

a,, al coefficients of front-rotor-blade modal de- 

flections 2 and xl ,  respectively, in. RP 

fined after eq. (11)) 

i~ and y l ,  respectively, in. 

eo, e1 coefficients of rear-rotor-blade modal de- 

flections % and zl ,  respectively, in. 

lb-in.2 

lb-in . * 
lb-in.2 

A,, A,, Bo, Bl coefficients of frequency determinant (de- 
Po, P I ,  Do, D, 
bo, &, bi coefficients of fuselage modal deflections 1, 

RR 
EI structural stiffness of helicopter at station u, 

(E4P structural stiffness of front rotor blades, 

(EI)R structural stiffness of rear rotor blades, 

(EO, 
F 
Fo 
VI, structural damping coefficient 

structural stiffness of fuselage, Ib-in.2 
applied forcing function (see eq. (12)), lb 
amplitude of applied forcing function 
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radius of gyration of mass of fuselage about 

spring constant for engine mounts, lb/in. 
Southwell coefficients for blade first elastic 

flapwise bending mode (defined after eq. 
(11)) 

front rotor hub, in. 

distance between front and rear rotors, in. 
distance from front rotor hub to center of 

distance from front rotor hub to engine, in. 
overall length of helicopter, in. 
mass per unit length of helicopter a t  station 

mass per unit length of front rotor blade, 

mass per unit length of rear rotor blade, 

mass per unit length of fuselage, lb-secz/in.2 
mass of front rotor blade, lb-sec*/in. 
mass of rear rotor blade, lb-sec2/in. 
mass of engine, lb-sec2/in. 
mass of fuselage, lb-sec2/in. 
effective mass of fuselage (defined after 

eq. (11)), lb-sec2/in. 
effective mass of helicopter in rth mode (see 

eq. (17)), lb-sec2/in. 
number of blades on front and rear rotor, 

respectively 
real and imaginary park of response of 

helicopter in rth mode (see eqs. (23)  and 

gravity of fuselage, in. 

(r, lb-sec2/in.2 

lb-sec2/in.2 

lb-sec2/in.2 

(24)),tn. 
radial nosition of anv blade element on front 

rotor (see fig. 11-I), in. 

rotor (see fig. II-l), in. 
radial position of any blade element on rear 

radius of front rotor, in. 
radius of rear rotor, in. 
longitudinal position of any fuselage element 

(see fig. &I),  in. 
time, sec 
centrifugal force on bladc a t  any radial 

station, Ib; kinetic energy, lb-in. 
centrifugal force on front and rear rotor 

blades, respectively, lb 

-0 

cenlrifugal force divided by square of rotor 

potential energy, lb-in. 
deflcction of engine, in. 
deflection of engine with respect to fuselage, 

deflection of element of front rotor blade, in. 
uncoupled first-bending-mode shape for front 

real and imaginary parts of response of heli- 

deflection of elem.ent of fuselage, in. 
uncoupled first-bending-modo shape for 

deflection of element of rear rotor blade, in. 
uncoupled first-bending-mode shape for rear 

rotor blade 
coefficient of deflection of rth coupled mode 

of helicopter (see eqs. (13) and (23)), in. 
amplitude of a,, in. 
distance measured rearward from leading 

edge of front rotor disk (see fig. 11-1), in. 
value of u where oscillating force is applied 
deflection of helicopter in response to ap- 

plied force F (see eqs. (13) and (25)), in. 
rtli-coupled-mode shape of helicopter 
amplitude of b, (see eq. (26)), in. 
natural frequency of roupled modes; fre- 

quency of applied oscillating force, 
radianslsec 

first natural uncoupled flapwise bending fre- 
quency of front and rear rotor blades, 
respectively, radianslsec 

first natural uncoupled vertical bending frc- 
quency of fuselage, radianslsec 

natural vertical frequency of engine on its 
mounts, radianslsec 

natural frequency of 7th coupled modr of 
helicopter, radians/sec 

speed, lb-sec2 

in. 

rotor blade 

copter (see eq. (26)), in. 

fuselage 

rotor speed, radianslsec 
The deflection in the first bending mode of the fuselage, 

measured a t  station s, is denoted by yl(s). For example, 
~ ~ ( 0 )  is the deflcction of the fuselagc in first mode bending 
a t  the front rotor hub (See fig. 11-1 ) 



14 IZEPOR‘P I326--NA’I’IONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS 

ANALYSIS 

EQUATIONS FOR FREE VIBRATIONS 

General considerations.-Tho analysis presented in this 
portion of tho report deals with tho determination of the un- 
damped, natural coupled frcquencies of the vertical vibra- 
tions of a tandem helicopter. Tho following degrees of 
frccdom are considered: vertical translation, longitudinal 
pitching, and structural bcnding of the fuselage; vertical 
translation, flapping, and flapwise bending of the rotor 
blades on the front and rear rotors; and vertical translation 
of the engine. This analysis does not treat fuselage sidc 
bending and torsion ; howcvcr, an analysis of the structure 
for side bending and torsion can bo made in a manner par- 
allel to the present analysis. Although thc analysis is given 
in terms of a tandcm hclicopter configuration, other con- 
figurations may be treated in an analogous manner. 

The method follows the Lagrange energy-equation ap- 
proach wherein the derivation of the equations of motion 
consists of writing the kinctic and potential energies of the 
structure in terms of the displacements w, z, y, and z. (Sec 
fig. 11-1.) Thcse displacements are in terms of gcneralizcd 
coordinates and choscn uncoupled modes of the structural 
components (fuselage, rotor blades, and engine). The energy 
rquatioiis are substituted in Lagrange’s dyiiamical equa- 
tions for free vibrations to obtain the equations of motion 
which yield the coupled frequencies and modc shapes. 

Energy equations. -The kinetic energy T and the poten- 
tial energy TT arc, respectively, 

and 

Special attention is called to tho fact that the energies of 
the front rotor with p-blades may be different from those of 
the rear rotor with q-blades. For this reason, in thr deriva- 
tion of the energies, the deflections of the front and rear 
rotor blades ,are denoted independently by G and z ,  respec- 
tively. It is assumed in the present analysis that all the 
blades on a given rotor behave in a similar manner; how- 
ever, equations (1) and ( 2 )  are readily extendrd to treat cadi 
blade as an independent degree of freedom. 

Choice of modes. -Th& n step toward obtaining the 
differential equations of mot is to cxpress the deflections 
w, z, y, and z in terms of chosen mode shapes. The choicc 
of the translation mode, the pitching mode, and one bending 
mode for the fuselage; the flapping mode and one flapwise 
bending modc for the blades on each rotor; and one trans- 

lation mode for the engine leads to the following equations 
for the deflections: 
For engine translation: 

W=bQ+z” ~ + b I ~ , ( l # )  +to/ (3 )  

For front-rotor-blade translation, flapping, and bending: 

For fusrlage translation, pitching, and bending: 

bn+Tni+ biyi ( 5) 

For rear-rotor-blade translation, flapping, and bending: 

z= bo+&+ bi yi (4 +co z + c i z i  (6) 

where the coefficients a,, a,, bo, 7 0 ,  b,, co, c,, and w, are un- 
known functions of time, and xi, y,, and zl are the chosen 
spatial functions or mode shapes. If higher modes are 
desired, i t  is only necessary to add appropriate terms to 
equations ( 3 )  to (6). 

Substitution of equations ( 3 )  to (6) into equations (1) and 
(2) leads to the following equations for the kinetic and po- 
tential energies, respectively: 

and 

where the dots denote derivatives 15-ith respect to time and 
the primes denote derivatives with respect to space or length. 

After the energies have been calculated, the next step is 
to apply Lagrange’s equation for free vibration to obtain 
tho diffcrential equations of motion; that is, 

. . . . .  
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0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
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where 

In the abbreviated notation used in the appendix, cquation 
(11) can be written as 

l rn  I a1 =o  
COUPLED FREQUENCIES AND MODE SHAPBS 

Tlic values of w, the natural frcqucncies of the coupled 
modes of the helicopter, are determined by setting the 
determinant of equation (11) equal to zero. The coupled 
mode shapes are determined by substitution of the modal 
coeficients go, To, and so forth, obtained from oquation (11), 
into equations (3) to (6). 

Inspection of equation (1 1) rcveals that, although there 
are eight degrees of freedom, the frequency term w appears 
in only six of the diagonal terms when Q # O  and in only 
four of the diagonal tcrms when Q=O. Thus, the amount of 
work involved in the solution of the determinant can be 
reduced by changing the order of the matrix from ciglit to 
six when Q # O  and from eight to four when 9-0. The steps 
involved in this transformation as well as the final matrices 
obtained for 0=30 radians per second and n=O for the basic 
configuration are given in the appendix The appendix also 
contains some pertinent remarks rcgarding methods for 
obtaining the modal coefficients. 

EQUATIONS FOR RESPONSE OF HELICOPTER TO APPLIED LOADS 

Once the natural frequencies and shapes of the coupled 
modes are obtained, the next objective is to determine the 
response of the helicopter to applied acrodynamic loads. 
The calculation of the response necessitates a consideration 
of the damping of the structure. In  the analysis that follows, 
a method is presented which permits the coupled mode shapes 
and frequencies determined by the methods presented in 
previous sections of this report to be utilized, with the 
inclusion of structural damping, in the determination of the 
response of the helicopter to arbitrary forces. 

If +(u, t )  be designated as the deflection of the helicopter 
a t  station u a t  time t (fig. 11-I), the differential equation of 
motion €or an element of the helicopter at station u is 

where F is the applied force, gh is the conventional structural 
damping coefficient, and simple harmonic motion is implied. 
If it is assumed that the total deflection can bc expressed as 
a superposition of the natural coupIed modes of the structure, 
then 

+(u,t)=Z r=1 a7(t)+r(u)  (13) 

where &(u) is the rth-coupled-mode shape and a,(t) is tho 
time-dependent coefficient of the rth mode. Substitution of 
cquation (13) into equation (12) yields 

&(t)m+2- . . . --bi,(t)m#&P(~,t) (14) 

Since the natural modes of vibration are definccl by 

equation (14) can be written as 
~ 1 + i g , ~ C Y , ( t ~ w l ~ m ~ l + ~ 1 + i g , ~ ~ o , ( t ~ w , 2 m ~ ~ +  . . . + 

(l+ig,,)a,(t)w,2m+,= -b!,(t)m+l-b;2(t)m+2- . . . - 
&(t)m&+F(u,t) (16) 

Qon multiplication of equation (16) by +T, integrating over 
the length, and observing the conditions of orthogonality for 
natural modes, namely, 

equation (16) becomes 

(1 +igl,)a,w,2M,= - %,M74- I F (  u,t)$,du ( 18) 

In general, F will be a distributed force and, if necessary, 
the‘integral term of equation (18) can be evaluated. For 
purposes of illustration, however, it  is assumed that F is a 
concentrated force and the rest of the analysis is based on 
thatassumption. The integral term of equation (18) is 

p ( U , t ) + , d o =  P+,(UA) (18) 

where P i s  the force applied and +,(uA) is the deflection of the 
rth mode at the point of application of the force. Therefore, 

(20) 

If CY, and F are expressed as the real parts of a,,oetyc and 
Foefw*, respectively, then 

( 1 f i g J  o , w ; l M S  E,M,= P+,(UJ 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
0 
10 

The amplitude of ar is 

10 5 
31 5 
52 5 
73 5 
0 4 5  
115 5 
136 5 
157 5 
178 5 
199 5 

and, by definition, the coefficient of the motion in the vth 
mode is given by the real part of the following expression: 

1 0  
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
0 

where 

32.44 
,123 32.44 
,250 32.44 
.375 32.44 
,500 32.44 
,625 24.40 
,735 40.42 
,875 32.44 

1.WO 32.44 

Substitution of equation ( 2 3 )  into equation (13) yicdtls the 
total response 4 

(25) 

the amplitude of which is 

Then 161 is the amplitude of vibration at any station u i n  
response to a harmonic force, applied at  u=uA, which has an 
amplitude Fo and a frequency w. It should be noted in the 
application of equation (26) that +,, 42, . . . are the 
values of the coupled modes at  slation u. 

In  the event that i l  is desired that the response at  any 
station be calculated for loads applied at  several different 
stations, then some reduction of the work required mag be 
obtained by suitably modifying the coefficients P, and 9,. 
Assume, for example, that (P,), and (Q,)I are the in-phase 
and out-of-phase components of the response in the rth 
mode to an osrillaing load applied at the front hub and des- 
ignated by subscript I. From equation (26), the response 
in the rth mode at the same station to a load of the same 
magnitude applied in the same direction at  the rear hub, 
and designated by subscript TI, is given by the compo- 
nents: 

The in-phase and out-of-phase components of the response 

due to all the modes is then given by 
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The response due to any combination of forces applied a t  
either or both hubs in the same or opposite directions is 
then obtained by adding XI, XI,, I;, and YII in the proper 
sense and proportions. 

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 
CALCULATION OF COUPLED FREQUENCIES AND MODE SHAPES 

Scope of the calculations.-The analysis derived in this 
report was used to calculate the natural coupled frequencies 
of a tandem helicopter having the structural parameters 
given in table 11-1. The resulting modal coefficients are 
given in table 11-2 and the natural frequencies andmode 
shapes are given in figures 11-2 and 11-3. Some additional 
calculations were made to evaluate the effects of the natural 
frequenry of the uncoupled fuselage system and the South- 
well coefficient of the blades on the natural frequencies of 
the coupled system. These results are shown in figures 
11-4 and 11-5. Calculations were also made for a three- 
degree-of-freedom system (bending of the fuselage and bend- 
ing of the blades on the front and rear rotors) and the result- 
ing frequencies are compared with appropriate frequencies 
for tho eight-degree-of-freedom system in figure 11-6 to 
obtain some idea of the relative contributions of the various 
degrees of freedom to the overall problem. 

TABLE 11-1 -PARAMETERS USED I N  CALCULATIONS 
(a) Blada Dammeters (blades an Iront and roar rotor asnumed to be identical) 

[up I = W E , ,  = 25 3 radidnslsoc KP I = I<, i = G  2, RF = R E  = 210 in , 1, = f = 3, 
M i  = IMR = 0 194 Ib-sec'lm 1 

Redial 
location. 

Mass 
distribution, 
m p  or mx. 
Ib-sccliin.~ 

3,03Xlo-~ 
1.52 
.67 
.59 
.5Q 
.53 
,45 
.40 
.50 
.5g 

First-bending 
mode shnpe, 

2, or I I  
(nondimen- 
sionnlizod) 

(b) Fuselago nnd rngino parameters 

1wj.i = 89.2 mdlansisee; w.  = 130 radianslsec; M .  = 2.861 Ib+oeYin.; 1./1 = 0.7351 

Length 01 

ID. 

Mnss of 
fuselage 
clement, 
m, As. 

Ib-sec2iin. 

1.28 
1.08 
.42 
.80 
2.12 
.80 
.23 
.81 
1.58 

>wt bcndmr 
mode shape, 

Y I  (nondunen- 
smnalized) 

0 70 
36 m - 21 

- 3b - 38 - 27 
20 

1 OD 



TABLE I I - 2 . - M O D A L  COEFFICIENTS 

bo 
bo 
b 

61 
a, 
‘El 

GI 

‘fo 

........ 

........ 

........ 

........ _ _ _ _ _  ..- 

........ 

........ 

........ 

.......... 1 -2.362 I 86.30 

-3.825 

153.4 
187.5 

1 
0.6182 
0.7558 

-0 1227 

-0.9383 

......... -0.W13 -157.3 

.......... 2.652 -144.2 

.......... I 3.269 1 115.7 

123.1 
-225.3 

-2,183 
1,782 

1 
-26.11 

21.31 
-1.146 

.......... 

.......... 

.......... 

.......... 

D=20radlanshec 

!o -1 552 62 72 -0 07493 35 58 

68 -0 4512 -113 G 0 09805 -00 30 
i ro  61 W -1,123 -1 308 -&I 80 

- 

l o  77 30 881 8 -2 045 45 57 
a, 1 1 1 1 
I 0 1760 -15 41 -4  054 1,186 > 0 2225 12 11 -0 808 -776 4 

W i  -0 1238 -1 312 -0 1223 -5 586 

-0.02010 
0.1688 

-1.224 
-1.886 

1 
1.043 
1.607 

-0.1182 

0 W8242 
0 2010 

-1 425 
-2 242 

1 
3 734 
6 R83 

-0 1128 

0.m6.35 
-1.736 
-1.301 

1.174 
1 
1.032 

-0.9300 
4.260 

-0.2716 
-0.04228 
-0.8310 
-1.308 

1 
-21.40 
-30. OB 
-0.1252 

32.21 
-56 51 
-02. 22 

43.95 
1 

1,060 
43.85 

-2.282 

-0 01218 
0 1701 

-1.310 
-2 028 

1 
1 684 

-0.1171 
2 Goa 

0.03148 
-1.748 
-1.330 

1.204 
1 
1.148 

-1.040 
4.273 

~ 

0 04080 
-1 775 
-1.366 

1.266 
1 
1 388 

-1 274 
4 293 

Frequencies and mode shapes for the basic configura- 
tion.-The basic configuration is designated by the param- 
eters given in table 11-1 which correspond closely to those 
of an existing tandem helicopter. The natural frequencies 
and mode shapes of the coupled system were calculated for 
this configuration for three rotor speeds: namely, 0, 20, and 
30 radians per second. The natural frequencies are plotted 
in figure 11-2 as a function of rotor speed, and the modal 
coefficients are tabulated in table 11-2 for each of the six 
natural frequencies and for each of the three rotor speeds. 
A rotor speed of 30 radians per second corresponds very 
closely to the normal operating rotor speed for the chosen 
helicopter. The modal coefficients presented in table 11-2 
for this speed were used in equations (3) to (6) to obtain 
the mode shapes which are presented in figure 11-3 and which 
are also sketched in figures 11-2, 11-4, and 11-5 to identify 
the modes of vibration that correspond to the different 
natural frequencies of the coupled system. 

The effect of coupling of the various degrees of freedom 
on the natuial frequencies is indicated in figure 11-2 by a 
comparison of the coupled frequencies (shown by solid lines) 
with tho uncoupled frequencies (shown by short-dashed 
lines). The curve for uncoupled blade first bending repre- 
sents the blades of both &he front and rear rotors. There 
are also short-dashed curves for uncoupled blade flapping; 
however, these curves cannot be seen inasmuch as they are 
coincident with the frequency curve for the lower coupled 
mode. The frequencies of the 2- and 3-per-revolution 
harmonic component of the aerodynamic loading (desig- 
nated 2-P and 3-P herein and indicated by the long-dashed 
lines in fig. 11-2) are also presented to permit comparison 

FIGURE 11-5.-Variation of natural frequencies with rotor speed 

with the natural frequencies. With the exception of the 
engine translational frequency and the fuselage first-bend- 
ing frequency, the differences between the coupled and un- 
coupled frequencies are negligible a t  low rotor speeds. As 
the rotor speed is increased, the uncoupled frequencies of 
the fuselage mode and the blade bending modes approach 
each other, and, as expected, the effects of coupling become 
pronounced. 

The helicopter used as an example for these calculations 
has three blades on each rotor, and, therefore, the 3-P com- 
ponents of the aerodynamic loading on the rotor blades are 
additive a t  the respective hubs. Thus, the region of primary 
importance on the frequency diagram of figure 11-2 is the 
region a t  or near the crosshatched marks on the 3-P line 
which brackets the normal variation of the design rotor 
speed. 

Inasmuch as the two rotors rotate in opposite directions 
with a phase difference of blade position on the two rotors of 
approximately 60°, blades from both rotors are advancing 
into the wind simultaneously three times per revolution of 
each rotor. This condition suggests that the resultant 3-P 
periodic forces at  the two hubs are in phase and would be 
particularly effective in the excitation of the symmetrical 
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(a) First-coupled-mode shape. 
(b) Second-coupled-mode shape 

(d) I 
8 , I 

0 2 4 6 8  
U I L  

( c )  Third-coupled-mode shape. 
(d) Fourth-coupled-mode shape. 

FIGURE II-3.-Mode shapes of coupled rotor-fuselage system. 

modes of the helicopter which have natural frequencies in 
the general region of 85 radians per second. Figure 11-2 
shows that there are three coupled modes of the helicopter 
which have natural frequencies reasonably close to the 3-P 
frequency, two of which are symmetrical and the other anti- 
symmetrical. In view of the preceding discussion, the data 
of figure 11-2 indicate that at  the higher rotor speed (30 
radians per second) the response of this helicopter in the 
third symmetrical mode to the 3-P oscillating excitation 
forces would be increased substantially by resonance amplifi- 
cation. Furthermore, if there is a component of the 3-P 
aerodynamic loading at  the two rotor hubs which is out of 
phase, i t  appears likely that the structural response in the 
second antisymmFtrica1 mode would also be increased by 
resonance amplification. 

The mode shapes presented in figure 11-3 show that the 
mode shapes altrrnate between symmetrical and antisym- 
metrical configuratiom. Thc relative motion of the engine 
with respect to the fuselage is shown to be negligible for the 
lower frequency modes but becomes relatively large a t  the 
highest frequency mode (sixth-coupled-mode shape). 

EFFECT OF VARIATIONS IN UNCOUPLED COMPONENTS 

Effect of natural uncoupled frequency of the fusel%ge.- 
The analysis presented in this report permits tho inclusion 
of the natural uncouplcd frcqucnry of the fuselage as one of 

(e) Fifth-coupled-mode shape. 
Bf) Sixth-coupled-mode shape. 
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the parameters. This frequency can be calculated by ana- 
lytical methods such as those of references l and 2; however, 
this requires an accurate knowledge of the mass and stiffness 
distribution of the fuselage which may be difficult to obtain. 
The accuracy to which this frequency can be obtained ex- 
perimentally for a given helicopter depends upon such con- 
siderations as the manner of support and the type of shaker 
installation. Since this frequency is one of the primary 
parameters, i t  is of interest to determine to what extent the 
natural frequencies of the coupled modes are changed by 
variations of the uncoupled frequency of the fuselage. Con- 
versely, if the natural frequencies of the coupled system for 
a known design value of the natural uncoupled frequency of 
the fuselage are of such a magnitude as to lead to resonance 
amplification of the structural response, i t  is desirable to 
evaluate the extent to which the coupled frequencies can be 
changed by varying the uncoupled frequency of the fuselage. 

An indication of the change in the natural frequencies of 
the coupled modes due to changes in the uncoupled frequency 
of the fuselage is shown by the curves of figure 11-4. The 
calculations show that the frequencies of the second and 
third symmetrical modes are changed appreciably whereas 
the frequencies of the antisymmetrical modes are not af- 
fected. Since the amount of fuselage bending in the anti- 
symmetrical modes is negligible in comparison with the 
amount of fuselage bending in the symmetrical modes, the 
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FIGURE 11-4 -Effect of natural uiicoupled frequency of fuselage on 
natural frequencies of coupled system n= 30 radians per second. 

results shown in figure 11-4 are in agreement with expecta- 
tions. 

Effect of Southwell coefficient for the blade first elastic 
flapwise bending mode.-The value of the Southwell coef- 
ficient chosen for tho blade first elastic flapwise bending 
mode has a direct effect on the uncoupled frequency of the 
rotating blade. An indication of the effect of this parameter 
on the coupled frequencies is shown in figure 11-5. The 
value of KF,l estimated by means of reference 4 for the blade 
considered is 6.2 and the range of values chosen for these 
calculations is believed to he more than adequate to allow 
for estimation errors. These calculations show that the 
coupled frequencies of both the symmetrical and antisym- 
metrical modes which have frequencies approximately equal 
to the uncoupled blade-bending frequencies are increased 
slightly as the Southwell coefficient is increased, and that 
errors in the values of the coupled frequencies due to the 
estimation of the Southwell coefficient KF,l should not 
exceed 2 or 3 percent. 

COMPARISON OF RESULTS OF THREE-MODE AND EIGHT-MODE ANALYSIS 

Figure 11-2 shows that the uncoupled modes which are 
primarily affected by coupling in the frequency region of the 
3-P excitation forces are fuselage bending and the bending 
of the blades on the front and rear rotors. Calculations were 

FIGURE II-5.-Effect of Southwell coefficient for blade first elastic 
Q=30 flapwise bending on natural frequeiicies of coupled system. 

radians per second. 

made to determine how well the frcquencies of the coupled 
modes could be predicted by using only these three uncoupled 
modes. The calculation procedure consisted of retaining 
only the fifth, sixth, and seventh rows and columns of the 
frequency determinant of equation (11). The results are 
given in figure 11-6 together with the corresponding fre- 
quencies obtained from the eight-mode analysis. A com- 
parison of the frequencies for the two cases shows that the 
frequencies calculated by the three-mode analysis are from 
3 to 6 percent lower than those obtained by the eight-mode 
analysis, and suggests that a three-mode analysis might be 
useful for obtaining a first approximation of the coupled 
frequencies in this region for configurations similar to the one 
treated herein. 

CALCULATION OF T H E  RESPONSE OF THE HELICOPTER TO 
APPLIED LOADS 

The methods developed in the previous sections of this 
report were applied to ,calculate the amplitudes of the re- 
sponse of the helicopter at the location of the cockpit for 
harmonic oscillating forces applied a t  the front and rear rotor 
hubs. The amplitudes of vibration were calculated as a 
function of frequency of the periodic force for one value of 
damping (gh=O. l )  and at a rotor speed of 30 radians per 
second for the four cases which follow: 
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w_t! Mode shapes 

FIGURE 11-6 -Comparison of iiatural frcquericies of coupled system 
fiom three-mode analysis with corresponding frequencies fiom eight- 
mode analysis. 

Case I: Oscillating force of unit magnitude applied in a 
vertical direction at the front rotor hub. 

Case 11: Oscillating forcc of unit magnitude applied in a 
vertical direction at the rear rotor hub. 

Case I11 : Oscillating force of one-half unit magnitude 
applied in a vertical direction a t  both the front arid rear rotor 
hubs in the same direction. 

Case IV: Oscillating force of one-half unit magnitude 
applied in a vertical direction a t  the front and rear rotor 
hubs in opposite directions (producing a pure pitching mo- 
ment on the fuselage). 

The in-phase and out-of-phase components of the response, 
or cockpit deflections, are given in figures 11-7 and 11-8 as a 
function of frequency for cases I and 11, respectively. The 
natural coupled frequencies are indicated by the vertical 
dashcd lines a t  ;he bottom of the figures. The response 
curves are presented to familiarize the reader with the nature 
of the components and as an aid in the calculation of the 
cockpit deflections due to other combinations of loads a t  the 
front and rear rotor hubs. The cockpit deflections for cases 
111 and I V  as well as for cases 1 and 11 were obtained by 
suitably combining the in-phase and out-of-phase compo- 
nents of figures 11-7 and 11-8 as outlined in the analysis 
section. 

The amplitude of the cockpit vibrations resulting from the 
oscillating forces applied to the hub in the four cases pre- 
viously outlined are given in figures 11-9 to 11-12, respec- 
tively. Before discussing these figures, the reader’s atten- 

tion is again directed to figure 11-2 where, a t  the rotor speed 
of 30 radians per second for which these response calculations 
are appropriate, six distinct natural frequencies are indicated 
within the range from 0 to 180 radians per second. These 
natural frequencies are indicated by the vertical dashed 
lines a t  the bottom of figures 11-9 to 11-12, For the hypo- 
thetical case of zero damping, it is expected then that the 
response curves similar to those of figures 11-9 to 11-12 
would iIidicate six peaks of infinite amplitude at frequencies 
corresponding to the natural frequencies. With the in- 
clusion of a small amount of damping, these peaks become 
finite and as the damping is progressively increased some of 
the peaks disappear. The peaks which remain when the 
forces we applied in a given manner indicate the mode3 in 
which the given forces are more effective in doing work. 

The curves of figures 11-9 to 11-12 show the responses 
obtained for g,=O.1 for the four cases investigated. The 
manner of application of the load in each case is indicated 
in the figure by the accompanying sketch of a tandem 
helicopter. In a few instances where the number of cal- 
culated points, indicated by the small circles, are insufficient 
to define the peaks completely, the peaks are indicated by 
the long-dashed lines. All the figures indicate peaks at 
frequencies of approximately 32, 72, and 92 radians per 
second and show that lhe coupled modes which contribute 
most to the responses are the second, third, and fifth coupled 
modes, respectively, of figure 11-3. This effect was also 
observed during the calculations by inspection of the values 
of the individual values of P, and Q,. (See eq. (24)). The 
most significant deviation from the general trend of liigli 
responses a t  forcing frequencies near the natural frequencies 
of the aforementioned coupled modes is found in figure 
11-12, In  this case, the response to forces applied so as to 
produce a moment on the helicopter is found to diminish 
considerably at the higher forcing frequencies. This reduc- 
tion of the response at the higher frequencies appears signif- 
icant because it indicates that, if the aerodynamic forcing 
functions which are usually encounlered in flight could be 
forced to occur in an antisymmetric maimer, the response 
at a frequency of 3-P or 90 radians per second would be 
substantially reduced over that obtained for symmetrically 
applied loadings &s shown by figure 11-11, 

Perhaps one of the most significant points brought out 
by these studies is the fact that it is not always possible to 
obtain the natural frequencies of all the coupled modes of a 
structure by observing the response of the structure to 
arbitrary inputs. Conversely, if the applied loads are 
realistically chosen to be representative of those encountered 
under normal flight conditions, the peaks of the response 
curve appear to give fairly good indications of the natural 
frequencies of the more important coupled modes. 
CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING FURTHER REFINEMENT OF THE METHOD 

The studies presented in this report-although believed 
to be useful in the evaluation and reduction of the critical 
vibrations of tandem helicopters by emphasizing the im- 
portance of coupled natural frequencies and mode shapes, 
providing a method for estimating them, and, in turn, using 
them to determine the response of the helicopter to applied 
loads-do not provide a complete aiiswcr to the problem. 
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FIGURE II-7.--Effect of forcing frequency 011 inghase and out-of-phase components of amplitude of vibration of cockpit. Oscillating force of 
unit magnitude applied a t  front rotor hub. 
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Fimm II-S.-Effect of forcing frequency on in-phase and out-of-phase compoiieiits of amplitude of vibration of cockpit. Oscillating force of 
unit magnitude applied at  rear rotor hub. 
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3 

FIGURE 11-9.-Effect of forcing frequency on amplitude of vibration of cockpit. Oscillating force of unit magnitude applied at front rotor hub 
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0 

I'loonE 11-10.-Effect of forcing frequency on amplitude of vibratiorl of cockpit. Oscillatiug force of unit magnitude applied a t  rear rotor hub. 
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0 

FIGURE 11-11.-Effect of forcing frequency on amplitude of vibratioii of cockpit. Oscillating force of unit magnitude equally divided between 
front and rear rotor hubs  and applied in same direction. 
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FIGURE II-l2.-Effect of forcing frequency on amplitude of vibration of cockpit. Oscillating force of unit magnitude equally divided between 
front and rear rotor hubs and applied in opposite directions. 
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For one thing, tlie number of degrees of freedom treated, 
although they are believed to be the more important ones, 
are not nearly sufficient to predict all the coupled frequencies. 
A more complete analysis would also include the fore-and-aft 
motions of the front and rear rotor hubs, the pitching motions 
of the engine, and the chordwise motions of the blades in 
bending and rotation about the drag hinge. In fact, each 
blade should be treated as an independent flexible structure, 
subject only to the boundary conditions imposed by the 
vibrating hub to which i t  is attached. The complexities 
of treating such a system analytically are apparent and 
they exceed the intent of the present report. 

The method of analysis presented in this report for the 
longitudinal vibrations-namely, the coupling of the struc- 
tural properties of the uncoupled components of the heli- 
copter to obtain the natural frequencies, mode shapes, and 
response of the coupled system-also appears applicable to 
the treatment of the case of coupled side bending and torsion 
of the fuselage. Vibrations of Lhis type have been observed 
in tandem helicopters and a study of the effects of the 
significant parameters involved would provide useful design 
information. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

A method is presented for the calculation of the coupled 
frequencies and mode shapes of vibrations in the longitudinal 
plane of symmetry of tandem helicopters. The coupled 
frequencies and mode shapes are then used to calculate the 
response of the helicopter to applied loads. Sample calcula- 
tions were made for an existing helicopter and these calcula- 
tions yield the coupled frequencies and mode shapes and the 
deflection of the cockpit to oscillating loads applied at the 
front and rear rotor hubs. The mode shapes, both sym- 
metrical and antisymmetrical, show the relative deflections 
of the various components of the structure when excited in 
a given mode. 

The results of the calculations for the helicopter chosen 
show that the natural frequencies for the coupled modes may 
differ considerably from the natural frequencies for the un- 
coupled modes; therefore, there may be a need for making a 
rather comprehensive coupled-mode analysis so that regions 
of adverse dynamic response can be detected and avoided. 

The results of calculations for different values of the 
uncoupled natural frequency of the fuselage indicate that 
the natural frequencies of the symmetrical coupled modes in 
the general range of the uncoupled frequency of the fuselage 
vary appreciably with changes in the uncoupled frequency 
of the fuselage; however, the effect on the natural frequency 
of the antisymmetrical coupled modes is negligible. An 
increase in the values of the Southwell coefficient for the 
blade first elastic flapwise bending mode resulted in a small 
increase in the coupled frequencies of both the antisym- 
metrical and symmetrical coupled modes having frequencies 
in the proximity of the blade frequencies. 

The response calculations show that the amplitude of the 
vertical vibrations of the cockpit changes appreciably with 
changes in frequency, point of application, and manner of 
application of applied oscillating forces. High amplitudes 
occur when the frequencies of the applied oscillating forces 
are approximately equal to the natural frequencies of the 
second, third, and fifth coupled modes of the helicopter and 
the results of calculations indicate that the contributions of 
other modes to the vibrations of the cockpit are secondary 
for the specific forces chosen. The results indicate that the 
vibration of the cockpit due to oscillating forces having a 
frequency of 3 per revolution (8-P) or 90 radians per second 
are substantially greater for forces applied symmetrically a t  
the front and rear rotor hubs than for forces applied anti- 
symmetrically. The results also emphasize that it is very 
unlikely that all natural frequencies of a helicopter could be 
obtained by observing the response of the helicopter to 
oscillating forces applied at any given point. 
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APPENDIX 
STEPS IN REDUCING THE ORDER OF THE MATRIX EQUATION 

PROCEDURE WHEN l2#0 

When Of0,  the matrix of the differential equations of motion, equation (11)  of the text, can be written in concise 
notation of submatrices as follows: 

where 

[pj’=Transpose of 181 (A41 

h l = {  ;} 
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and 
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If [a] =a, { a }  =vl, and so forth, then the algebraic expressions for the matrix equation, equation (Al), are as follows: 

a71+Pva= 0 (AS) 

(A10) 
P'111+6%=> 1 €72 

If equation (As) is solved for q1 and the result substituted into equation (AlO), then 

(A1 1) 
1 ( s - P ' f f - ' P ) , z = ~  ell2 

Multiplication of equation (All) by the inverse of e reduces i t  to the desired form; however, the resulting matrix is 
unsymmetrical and poorly conditioned. These characteristics are undesirable if iteration procedures are used to determine 
the frequencies and mode shapes, particularly so in this case because the frequencies are in some instances nearly equal 
to each other. The condition of the matrix can be improved and the matrix can be made symmetrical by the following 
transformation: 

&m=E (A121 

which yields the final matrix 

The natural frequencies are then obtained when the determinant of equation (A13) vanishes. 'When the natural fre- 
quencies are substituted back into the matrix (eq. (A13)) and the value of unity assigned to one of the coefficients (for example, 
I , ) ,  the rest of the coefficients El, &, and so forth, can be obtained. are 
determined simultaneously with the natural frequencies. 

and 

If an iteration procedure is used, the values of 
In either case, the mode shapes are then obtained as follows: 

-a-1pyl;-'f W 4 )  

112=&-'E (-415) 

The relative magnitudes of the elements of equation (A13) are illustrated by the following matrix which results when 
Q=30 radians per second and the parameters are those for the basic configuration: 

1 0.0001715-2 -0. 00002270 0.00008273 -0.00001944 0.0001195 -0.00002808 

1 -0.00002270 0.00004242--~ -0.0000004435 0.0000001042 -0.00003199 0.00000751E 

1 0.00008273 -0.0000004435 0.001030-2 0.00001907 0.00002841 -0.000006676 

1 -0.00001944 0.0000001042 0.00001907 0,0001563--;1 -0.000006676 0. 000001569 

1 0.0001195 -0.00003199 0. 00002841 -0.000006676 0.001039-7 0.00001684 

-0.00002808 0.000007518 -0.000006676 0.000001569 0.00001684 0.0001568-$ 
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When Q=O,  the frequency parameter l / w 2  occurs in only the last four rows and columns of equation (11). The trans- 
formation of the matrix for the solution in this case is accomplished in the same fashion as for Q # O  except that the submatrices 
(a, a, ,9', 6, E, ql, and qz of eq. (All) are of the fourth order. The relative magnitudes of the elements of the final matrix for 
Q = O  and for the basic parameters are shown by the following equation: 

1. Houbolt, John C., and Anderson, Roger A,: Calculation of Un- 
coupled Modes and Frequencies in Bending or Torsion of 
Nonuniform Beams. NACA T N  1522, 1948. 

2. Myklestad, N. 0.: Vibration Analysis. McGraw-Hill Book Co., 
Inc , 1944, pp. 184-214. 

3. Brooks, George W.: Analytical Determination of the Natural 
Coupled Frequencies of Tandem Helicopters. Jour. Am. 
Helicopter Soc., vol. 1, no. 3, July 1956, pp. 39-52. 

1 0.0001516-> -0.00006283 -0.00009185 -0.00001905 

4. Yntema, Robert T.: Simplified Procedures and Charts for the 
Rapid Estimation of Bending Frequencies of Rotating Beams. 
NACA T N  3459, 1955. (Supersedes NACA RM L54G02.) 
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1 -0.00006283 0.001515-> 0.00001759 -0.0000003405 

1 -0.00009185 0.00001759 0.001521-> 0.00002506 

-0.00001905 -0.0000003405 0.00002506 0.00004143-2 1 '1 b 4 J  


